
 

 

 

Barbara Rebeca Ajtujal Quiejú  
Asociación de Amigos del Lago de Atitlán 
 
Ms Barbara Rebeca Ajtujal Quiejú majored in Tourism and Tourism          
Enterprises Studies at University Valle of highland of Sololá. Ms Ajtujal           
Quiejú became Community Programs Coordinator at Mercado Global        
(MG), a US-based NGO helping Mayan entrepreneurs women, then she          
worked for PROATITLAN promoting environmental awareness in local        
communities. She is currently working for Amigos del Lago de Atitlán           
providing technical assistance to improve management of recyclable        
materials in nine municipalities of Sololá department. She works with          
groups of women, municipal employees, and coordinates public-private        
partnerships for the commercialization of recyclables. 

 

Cliff Allum 
University of Birmingham UK and Forum Research, Practice, Policy and 
Learning Group (Forum RPPL Group) 
 
Mr Cliff Allum is a writer and researcher on volunteering for development 
having worked in the sector as a CEO for over 20 years. Mr Allum is an 
Associate Fellow at the Third Sector Research Centre at the University 
of Birmingham UK and a member of the Forum RPPL Group. 
 

 

Michael Arnaud 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
Mr Michael Arnaud is Oxfam-Québec’s gender advisor, responsible for 
the integration of gender and women’s rights issues in humanitarian and 
development programs. Mr Arnaud has more than seven years of 
experience and has worked in Africa, the Caribbean and the 
Middle-East.  

 

Dato’ Zuraidah Atan 
Yayasan Sukarelawan Siswa (YSS) / Student Volunteers Foundation 
 
Ms Dato’ Zuraidah Atan is an Advocate & Solicitor in Malaysia. Ms Atan 
graduated in Law from The University of Buckingham, England. She is 
Chairman, Yayasan Sukarelawan Siswa (YSS) / Student Volunteers 
Foundation. YSS was set up to encourage, instil volunteerism spirit and 
build Global Volunteer Icons amongst tertiary education students. 



 

 

Jan Olav Baarøy 
Norwegian Agency for Exchange Cooperation (NOREC) 
 
Mr Jan Olav Baarøy is the Director of NOREC, appointed by the 
Norwegian Government in November 2017. Prior to this job, Mr Baarøy 
served as the International Director of the Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). 
He has previously worked in NOREC as Deputy Director and for CARE 
Norway as their Program Director. Before moving back to Norway ten 
years ago, he spend eight years with UNICEF in Uganda, Tanzania and 
New York. He has an M.Phil in Social Anthropology. 

 

Stéphanie Bacher 
The McLeod Group 
 
PhD student in political science, Ms Stéphanie Bacher is interested in 
citizen participation in authoritarian contexts. Ms Bacher is a member of 
The McLeod Group for which she writes blogs on development 
assistance and fundamental rights. She has also been involved for 
many years with various NGOs in Canada and in developing countries. 

 

Emile Baladi 
Crossroads International 
 
Mr Emile Baladi is a Program Assistant at Crossroads International, 
where he provides administrative, financial and logistical support to the 
Volunteer Cooperation Program. Passionate about humanitarian work 
and international cooperation, Mr Baladi joined Crossroads in 2016. 
Prior to that, he was a Project Coordinator with the Norwegian Refugee 
Council in Iraq. 

 

Jean-Daniel Balme 
France Volontaires 
 
Mr Jean-Daniel Balme has been Director General of France Volontaires 
since September 2014. France Volontaires is the French 
multi-stakeholder platform for international volunteering for 
development. After having been a volunteer in Chad from 1996 to 1997, 
Mr Balme was deputy director of the international department of Scouts 
and Guides of France and then director of the Development Cooperation 
Service (SCD). He is a member of Forum's board of directors. 



 

 

Shawn Bardwell 
Peace Corps 
 
Prior to his current position at Peace Corps, Mr Shawn Bardwell served 
as the Safety and Security Coordinator for the Office of Foreign Disaster 
Assistance with the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). Before joining USAID, Mr Bardwell worked as a Security 
Coordinator and Senior Program Associate for the American Council of 
Voluntary International Action (InterAction). 

 

Idrissa Barry 
Balai Citoyen 
 
Born in 1976, Mr Idrissa Barry holds a MAS in Political Science. Mr 
Barry worked for several years as a journalist in Burkinabè newspapers 
(L'Indépendant, L'Événement et Mutations). Founding member of the 
Balai Citoyen in 2013, he holds the position of communication officer. 
He has coordinated several projects and programs of the Balai Citoyen 
as part of partnerships with Oxfam and other international NGOs. He is 
a member of the Steering Committee of the project called ‘Alliance 
Jeunes et Parlementaires’ (Alliance Youth & Parliamentarian), 
implemented in partnership with Oxfam-Québec, whose objective is to 
assure a citizen watch on the actions of the parliament to contribute to a 
better consideration of the youth’s socio-economic interests in 
parliamentary work. 

 

Kylee Bates 
International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) 
 
Ms Kylee Bates is the volunteer World President of the International 
Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE). Ms Bates is also CEO of 
Ardoch, a not-for-profit organisation providing educational support 
programs to schools in disadvantaged communities in Australia. Ardoch 
involves mobilises more than 1600 volunteers each year. Her career 
spans diverse roles in the not-for-profit and government sectors. 
 
 
 

 

Joannie Marlene Bewa 
United Nations Young Leaders for Sustainable Development Goals        
(SDGs) 
 
Dr Joannie Marlene Bewa is an international activist from Benin, 
advocating for youth and women participation and health. Ms Bewa is a 
physician, a public health specialist who is passionate about public 
service and international development. She founded the Young 
Beninese Leaders Association (YBLA) in 2010, was a youth focal point 
for Oxfam in Benin, member of Oxfam Youth Active Citizen and former 
Chair of the U.S Ambassador Youth Council. She is recently selected by 
the United Nations as one of the United Nations Young Leaders who will 
help to advance the Sustainable development goals in the world. 



 

 

The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau 
Global Affairs Canada 
 
The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau was elected as the Member of 
Parliament for Compton-Stanstead in October 2015. She has served as 
a minister since 2015, and is currently the Minister of International 
Development. Before entering politics, Minister Bibeau began her career 
at the Canadian International Development Agency, and went on 
postings to Morocco and Benin. After settling down with her family in 
Quebec’s Eastern Townships, she became a successful 
businesswoman and was actively involved in her community.  

 

Paul Bird 
AVI 
 
Mr Paul Bird returned to Melbourne, his birthplace, 25 years ago after 
qualifying as a chartered accountant in the UK and then managing 
KPMG’s practice in Gambia and francophone West Africa, before 
working for the Lutheran World Federation in Bosnia and Croatia during 
the conflict, followed by an earthquake rehabilitation program in northern 
Philippines. Leadership roles in Melbourne include the Brotherhood of St 
Laurence, Australian Red Cross Blood Service, Very Special Kids, The 
Body Shop, Mission Australia, World Vision and YSAS, before joining 
AVI in 2015. Over this time, Mr Bird has developed enduring and 
innovative collaborations between business, governments, NGOs and 
communities including six social enterprises in Melbourne. He has 
extensive experience with NFP Boards and committees, including 
recently as Chair of Good Cycles Ltd. 

 

Jesse Bourns 
Ajah 
 
Mr Jesse Bourns splits his time between running a SaaS (Software as a 
Service) company and serving as Technical Director of a nonprofit he 
co-founded, called Powered by Data. Mr Bourns has a wide-ranging 
background in technology that spans software project management, UI 
integration, system architecture, and change management. He regularly 
advises large organisations on their data strategies - specifically in the 
fields of international development, nonprofit funding, and culture. 



 

 

Denise Byrnes 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
A change maker with over 25 years of experience working for social 
justice and women’s rights across the globe. Her varied mandates within 
the international development sector include leading organisations as 
well as large humanitarian programs, both in Canada and in dozens of 
countries in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Ms Denise Byrnes is a 
tireless champion for equality, a challenger of the status quo who works 
with others to change social norms and practices that limit women’s 
empowerment. First woman to lead Oxfam-Québec in its 45 year 
history, Ms Byrnes ensured that her senior management team attained 
parity within one year and promoted and mentored women to take on 
leadership roles across the organisation. 
She is the Chair of the Canadian Humanitarian Coalition and was 
Vice-Chair of the Canadian Council for international Cooperation from 
2014-18. She is also a director on the Executive Board of Oxfam 
International, a confederation of 20 organisations working in 80 
countries worldwide. 

 

Saliou Coundoul 
Crossroads International 
 
Mr Saliou Coundoul is Program Officer at Crossroads International, 
where he is responsible for the implementation of the volunteer 
cooperation program in Togo and Burkina Faso. Mr Coundoul is 
agroeconomist and also holds a master’s degree in management and 
project assessment from the University of Antwerp and a master’s 
degree in applied finances from the Université du Québec à Montréal.  

 

Martin Couture 
UPA Développement international 
 
An agricultural economist, Mr Martin Couture has 20 years of 
experience in the agricultural sector in Quebec and abroad. Mr Couture 
works at UPA Développement international as Director of Training, 
Communications and Innovation. He has collaborated with several UPA 
DI partners in West Africa, Latin America and Haiti and was also a 
volunteer at the beginning of his career. 



 

 

Mark Cumming 
Comhlámh 
 
Mr Mark Cumming has worked in international development for a range 
of state, NGO and church development organisations. Mr Cumming has 
worked as a volunteer in East Africa on community development and 
human rights programmes; prior to Comhlámh he worked as 
governance and human rights advisor with Trócaire. 

 

Jim Delaney 
World University Service of Canada (WUSC) 
 
Mr Jim Delaney is Director of Programming and Partnership for the 
Uniterra Program, a 14 country volunteering for development program 
jointly managed by WUSC and CECI. Previously, Mr Delaney worked on 
social enterprise, community economic development and private sector 
partnership programs for 20 years. 

 

Anne Delorme 
Association québécoise des organismes de coopération internationale 
 
Ms Anne Delorme has almost 20 years of experience in international 
development, including within the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) and also for several Canadian and international organisations. 
She is actually the coordinator of the Comité québécois femmes et 
développement (CQFD) and of the community of practice Genre en 
pratique, in charge of the gender equality questions at the Association 
québécoise des organismes de coopération internationale. She is a 
member of the coordinating committee and Americas representative for 
the Réseau francophone pour l’égalité femme-homme of the 
International Organisation of La Francophonie. 

 

Peter Devereux 
Curtin University Sustainability Policy Institute and Forum Research, 
Practice, Policy and Learning Group (Forum RPPL Group) 
 
Dr Peter Devereux is Adjunct Research Fellow at Curtin University and 
lectures in the Sustainable Development Goals Masters Unit. Mr 
Devereux is also Honorary Research Associate at Murdoch University. 
He has focused on volunteering for development and sustainability 
policy, research and practice for 30 years and published and presented 
extensively in this area. 



 

 

Chris Eaton 
World University Service of Canada (WUSC) and Forum 
 
Mr Chris Eaton has been the Executive Director of World University 
Service of Canada (WUSC) since 2009 coming full circle after 
volunteering in Lesotho for the organisation in the late 1980s. With a 
strong and varied background in international development, Mr Eaton 
has worked extensively in Canada, Eastern and Southern Africa and 
South and Central Asia. Prior to WUSC, he was Chief Executive Officer 
for Aga Khan Foundation Afghanistan for four years and has held senior 
roles at Aga Khan Foundation Canada since 1999. He spent most of the 
1990s based in Uganda where he focused on capacity building of local 
governments and communities. He is also the Chair of the International 
Forum for Volunteering in Development (Forum), a global network of 
organisations involved in international volunteering. 

 

Helge Espe 
Norwegian Agency for Exchange Cooperation (NOREC) 
 
Mr Helge Espe joined NOREC in 2001, holding leadership positions and 
being closely involved in its strategic and operational development since 
then. Mr Espe is currently working as Senior Adviser to the Agency, in 
particular as regards to Agenda 2030, South-South and triangular 
Cooperation, and other matters relating to the UN organisations, the 
OECD/DAC/Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, 
as well as international think tanks and associations of volunteering. He 
is a member of the Volunteer Groups Alliance and of Forum’s Research, 
Policy, Practice and Learning group. 

 

David Forest 
Cuso International 
 
Mr David Forest has been working with Cuso International for the last 
four years and he currently assumes the position of Senior Manager, 
Volunteerism for Development. Mr Forest previously worked for the 
Pearson Peacekeeping Centre and volunteered with the United Nations 
Volunteer (UNV) program in Burundi and United Way in Gatineau. He 
holds a M.A. in International Studies from Laval University and a Project 
Management Professional (PMP©) certification from the Project 
Management Institute (PMI). 

 

Geneviève Giasson 
SUCO 
 
Ms Geneviève Giasson is the Executive Director of SUCO since May 
2018. Previously, Ms Giasson worked for many years in the public and 
the NGO sectors, as a director, as well as project and program 
manager, particularly in the areas of local and regional development. A 
seasoned social entrepreneur, she also acted as a consultant, in the 
conception and implementation of business projects, as well as in 
management skills strengthening. Some of these achievements are now 
recognized as important social innovations. 



 

 

Philip Goodwin 
VSO 
 
Dr Philip Goodwin has been Chief Executive of VSO since March 2015. 
Mr Goodwin was previously CEO of TREEAID, an NGO working on 
agro-forestry in dryland Africa and spent 11 years with British Council 
where he held leadership positions in Kenya, Uganda, Pakistan and 
Belgium. He has been a community development volunteer in Timbuktu, 
Mali. He has a PhD and MSc in environmental policy and a degree in 
agricultural economics. He is Vice Chair of the International Forum for 
Volunteering in Development (Forum). He is also a trustee of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institute, the charity that saves lives at sea. He is 
co-author with Tony Page of the leadership book “From Hippos to 
Gazelles: how leaders create leaders”. 

 

Caroline Guinard 
VSO 
 
Ms Caroline Guinard is Head of Operations of the youth for volunteering 
development program International Citizen Service. Originally from 
France, Ms Guinard has 15 years’ experience in international 
development, with a strong expertise in program management in 
international volunteering, in monitoring and evaluation and in human 
rights research and advocacy. 

 

Rahim Hassanali 
VSO 
 
During his time at VSO, Mr Rahim Hassanali worked to create policy 
advancements across Europe to ensure international volunteering is 
more accessible to all young people. Over the last 15 years, Mr 
Hassanali has worked with Raleigh International, the Aga Khan 
Development Network and The Prince’s Trust with focus on creating 
opportunities for disadvantaged young people. He is also a member of 
Forum's Leading Standards and IVCO working groups. 

 

Emma Hess 
AVI 
 
The Australian Volunteers Program is an Australian Government 
initiative, managed by AVI. As Partnership and Innovation Manager, Ms 
Emma Hess is responsible for developing and maintaining strong, 
diverse and sustainable partnerships for the program across 
government, non-government and private sectors. Ms Hess also 
designs innovative solutions to maximise the engagement, development 
and diplomacy outcomes of the program. 



 

 

Raquel Isaula 
Red de Desarrollo Sostenible - Honduras 
 
Ms Raquel Isaula has two bachelor degrees, one in Sociology and one 
in Agriculture Science. Ms Isaula is the National Coordinator of the Red 
de Desarrollo Sostenible - Honduras (RDS-HN) since 1996, an NGO 
that focuses in capacity building through the use of information and 
communication technologies. RDS-HN carries out several projects and 
processes focusing on developing useful skills through several media 
outlets such as video production, community radio and on site 
workshops. 

 

Odile Joannette 
Wapikoni mobile 
 
Ms Odile Joannette has been an advocate for Indigenous rights for 
close to 20 years, striving to improve the quality of life of Aboriginal 
people. Ms Joannette serves on the Order of Montreal’s Board and has 
been handpicked to be one of 15 members of Montreal’s Table on 
Diversity, Inclusion and the Fight Against Discrimination. She recently 
joined the Board of Directors of the Montreal Native Health Center 
project. She had been Director of Partnerships and Communications for 
the Assembly of First Nations Quebec-Labrador’s Commission for 
Human Resources Development, Employment and Training since 2014. 
She was recently appointed Executive Director of the Wapikoni mobile, 
a travelling audiovisual and musical creation studio dedicated to 
Indigenous youth.  

 

Harrison Kariuki Bundi 
 
Mr Harrison Kariuki is 28 years old and went to Kerugoya school for the 
Deaf where he obtained his Kenya certificate of primary education 
(KCPE). Mr Kariuki then enrolled to Reverend Muhoro secondary school 
for the Deaf where he obtained his Kenya certificate of secondary 
education (KCSE). Later on, he joined university of Eldoret where he 
studied special needs education, and he is currently undertaking a 
degree course in special needs education. His area of interest is in 
advocacy work, and he is currently advocating for the rights of the deaf 
people. 
 

 

Saed Karzoun 
Taghyeer for Social Media 
 
Mr Saed Karzoun is a Palestinian community leader and founder of the 
Palestinian organisation Taghyeer, which mission is to inspire youth to 
create social and economic change through the use of new 
technologies. Throughout volunteering and different experiences, Mr 
Karzoun has learned several life and professional skills, which enabled 
him to write a book published in three languages, to have more than 
2,700,600 followers on his blog and other platforms combined, to 
become an ASHOKA fellow and to win several international prizes and 
titles. He did that to share one message with the world: do not 
underestimate the value of a child, an idea or a dream. 



 

 

Kelsey Koebel  
MyEffect 
 
Ms Kelsey Koebel serves as Manager of Sustainability and Social 
Impact at MyEffect. In her role, Ms Koebel oversees to MyEffect's 
monitoring and evaluation frameworks and supports organisations using 
MyEffect's digital solutions to track and report on their impact for the 
Sustainable Development Goals. She is a certified sustainability 
professional through REFOCUS and has experience working in complex 
organisations and environments. She also holds a Master of Science in 
Sustainability Management degree from the University of Toronto and a 
Bachelor of Business Administration from Wilfrid Laurier University. 

 

Reuben Kwan 
Singapore International Foundation (SIF) 
 
Mr Reuben Kwan is currently Director of Strategic Management at the 
Singapore International Foundation. Mr Kwan leads a team which 
oversees the planning, governance, partnership and funder 
management functions in the Foundation. Prior to this, he spent more 
than a decade in the public and private sectors across diverse industries 
including agrotechnology, healthcare and retail. 

 

Bonnie Learmonth 
AVI 
 
Ms Bonnie Learmonth works with AVI managing projects in the Pacific 
and contributing to research. Ms Learmonth has extensive volunteer 
experience nationally and internationally. She previously worked at the 
SNV Netherlands Development Organisation in Vietnam and has 
long-term experience in government, on environmental management 
and inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 

Gretchen Leuthart 
Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) 
 
Ms Gretchen Leuthart’s marketing and communications career has seen 
her work on campaigns and strategy in the corporate, local and central 
government and not for profit sectors. With a particular interest in 
building effective partnerships, Ms Leuthart‘s Master’s thesis examined 
the behaviours of trust in cross cultural relationships. As the 
Communications Manager at Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) 
(vsa.org.nz), she works to communicate the impact of their work to grow 
New Zealanders support for international development, VSA and their 
Pacific partners. 



 

 

Benjamin Lough 
Center for Social Development and University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign 
 
Dr Benjamin Lough is an Associate Professor at the School of Social 
Work, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Faculty Director of 
International Service at the Centre for Social Development, Washington 
University in St. Louis. Mr Lough also works as Senior Research 
Associate for the Centre for Social Development in Africa, University of 
Johannesburg. 

 

Ode Lunardi 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
As a civic engagement advisor over the past three years for Oxfam in 
Peru, Ms Ode Lunardi works with youth activists and social movements 
in the fight against inequalities, leveraging funding opportunities, 
building capacity, and co-creating and implementing projects with civil 
society actors in order to achieve transformative change (check out the 
work here: Actúa.pe). 

 

Julie McCallum 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australian Government 
 
Ms Julie McCallum is the Director of the Australian Volunteers Section, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). Over the past four 
years, Ms McCallum has lead the major reform of the Australian 
Government’s international volunteering program. Prior to joining DFAT 
(former AusAID) in 2010, she was HR Manager for the International 
NGO, CARE Australia, overseeing domestic, international, humanitarian 
and volunteer personnel. She has a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Canberra.  

 

Odette McCarthy 
CECI and World University Service of Canada (WUSC) 
 
With a Master's degree in Management, Ms Odette McCarthy has more 
than 22 years of experience in international cooperation as a manager 
and as an expert in equality between women and men. Ms McCarthy 
has a passion and a commitment to women's and youth rights and their 
empowerment. She is one of the founding members of the 
Montréal-based Community of Practice on Gender. Partnership, 
collaboration and networking remain at the heart of her achievements. 
Since 2015 she is the Director of the Uniterra Program, the CECI and 
WUSC International Volunteer Cooperation Program in 14 countries, 
which aims to provide economic opportunities for women and young 
people. 



 

 

Carrie McElroy 
Crossroads International 
 
Ms Carrie McElroy is the Program Manager – Volunteering with 
Crossroads International. Ms McElroy has been involved in the 
management of volunteers within international cooperation over the past 
15 years, including positions with Canada World Youth, Uniterra and 
EQWIP HUBs. Her commitment to volunteer cooperation and belief in its 
value comes from personal volunteer experiences in Poland, Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Cuba. She holds a B.A. in International Development, a 
B.Ed. in Humanities and is currently pursuing a M.A. in Disaster and 
Emergency Management with a research focus on engaging youth in 
disaster risk reduction. 

 

Silvia Elena Mejía Julca 
Foro Juvenil de Izquierda 
 
Activist, rap artist, actress in training and feminist. Ms Silvia Elena Mejía 
Julca trained in communication and is part of several cultural and activist 
spaces in Peru, including the Foro Juvenil de Izquierda, the Hip Hop 
movement, the anti-cultural collective Las Insurgentes and the "Warmi 
Rock Camp". Ms Mejía Julca gives workshops focused on arts and the 
defense of women's rights. She is part of the group of young activists 
and Oxfam who co-create the Actúa.pe laboratories, training spaces for 
young activists on the themes related to economic, environmental and 
gender inequalities. 

 

Amy Melvin 
Ajah 
 
Ms Amy Melvin is a project manager with a focus on Enterprise 
Knowledge Management. Most recently, Ms Melvin has been working 
with a major foundation in international development to 
develop internal systems & processes for data collection, measurement, 
and analysis. Her work focuses specifically on information architecture, 
change management, and developing business intelligence systems. 
She holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations. 

 

Marie-Claude Mercier 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
Ms Marie-Claude Mercier has 20 years of experience in international 
development and volunteer cooperation. Ms Mercier held different 
national manager positions in West Africa, India, Latin America and the 
Caribbean with Canadian NGOs working from Canada and overseas. 
She is now the Volunteer Cooperation Program Director at 
Oxfam-Québec. 



 

 

Christine Messier 
Crossroads International 
 
Ms Christine Messier has more than 20 years of experience in 
international development, particularly in the field of voluntary 
cooperation. Ms Messier has worked in countries of the Middle East, 
North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa. She has dedicated herself to 
projects focusing primarily on women’s rights, empowerment and 
leadership. 

 

Lingalireni Mihowa 
Oxfam Malawi 
 
Ms Lingalireni Mihowa is a highly-motivated development practitioner 
with over 15 years of experience in development with a focus in 
governance, youth development, gender equality and women’s rights, 
sexual and reproductive health and livelihoods security. Ms Mihowa is 
currently the Deputy Director for Oxfam in Malawi. She is a member of 
the Civil Society Advisory Group for UN Women in Malawi. She has 
served as Commissioner for Special Law Commission on development 
of Malawi’s Gender Equality Act, UNICEF Champion for Keeping Girls in 
School, Board Member for Disabled Women in Development 
(DIWODE), Founder of Young Women Leaders Network in Malawi. She 
has served Special Advisor and Executive Assistant in the President’s 
Office in Malawi for five years. 

 

Wesley Moe 
Volunteer Groups Alliance (VGA) 
 
Mr Wesley Moe is the Volunteer Groups Alliance (VGA) liaison to the 
UN. Prior to this, Mr Moe was Chief Program Officer at New York Cares 
overseeing 62,000 volunteers. He has been a Peace Corps volunteer 
and an AmeriCorps volunteer. He holds a MPA from Baruch and a BA in 
Sociology/History from Loyola College in Maryland. 

 

Ugo Monticone 
 
Writer, public speaker and globetrotter, Mr Ugo Monticone published 
around ten books and visited about 40 countries. In 2015, Mr Monticone 
launched the world’s first immersive digital novel, « Le vendeur de 
goyaves » (The guava seller), inspired by a trip in India. He is also a 
speaker for Les Grands Explorateurs and presented his 
cine-conferences to more than 85,000 spectators throughout the 
francophonie. 



 

 

Lucie Morillon 
France Volontaires 
 
Ms Lucie Morillon has been Director of Studies, Communication and 
Advocacy for France Volontaires since January 2017. The unit she 
manages is dedicated to promote the recognition of volunteer and 
solidarity commitments around the world through three complementary 
approaches: the production and sharing of knowledge, communication, 
and advocacy. As a member of the leadership team, Ms Morillon 
contributes in this capacity to the overall management of France 
Volontaires, as well as to the fulfillment of the organisation’s 
performance, transparency, and accountability objectives. Prior to 
joining France Volontaires, she had devoted her career to freedom of 
expression as the Programs Manager at Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF). She founded RSF’s Washington DC office, directing the 
development of its US activities from 2004 to 2009.  

 

Emma Morley 
United Nations Volunteers programme (UNV) 
 
Ms Emma Morley is the Chief of Volunteer Advisory Services, at the 
United Nations Volunteers (UNV). Ms Morley leads UNV’s work to 
position, strengthen and integrate volunteerism in the 2030 Agenda 
through research, policy and programming. She has 18 years of 
strategic policy development and programming experience with the 
United Nations and the UK Department for International Development 
(DFID) in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Prior to joining UNV, she led 
UNDP’s work in support of the governance transition in Myanmar from 
2013 to 2017. She holds a BSc in International Relations from the 
London School of Economics and Political Science and a MA in Human 
Rights from the University of London. 

 

Nicolas Moyer 
Canadian Council for International Cooperation (CCIC) 
 
Mr Nicolas Moyer joined the Canadian Council for International 
Cooperation (CCIC) as President & CEO in August 2018. As the former 
Executive Director of the Humanitarian Coalition, Mr Moyer is 
passionate about humanitarian and development policy, advocacy, and 
government relations. Driven by a commitment to social justice, he 
began his career in international development in Ethiopia. He has 
founded and led organisations, launched dozens of national 
multi-platform fundraising and communications campaigns and raised 
tens of millions of dollars to assist survivors of humanitarian disasters. In 
2016, he was named as a top Forty Under 40 recipient by the Ottawa 
Chamber of Commerce and the Ottawa Business Journal. 

https://www.humanitariancoalition.ca/
https://www.humanitariancoalition.ca/news-room/news-releases/nic-moyer-named-one-of-ottawas-top-40-under-40


 

 

Ashley Mulroney 
Global Affairs Canada 
 
Ms Ashley Mulroney is the Deputy Director of International Assistance 
Policy Coordination at Global Affairs Canada. Ms Mulroney is focused 
primarily on supporting implementation of Canada’s Feminist 
International Assistance Policy. She has been with the department for 
over 15 years working primarily on bilateral international assistance 
programs at headquarters and abroad, including in Africa, Asia and the 
former Soviet Union. 

 

Kah Kuang Ong 
Youth Corps Singapore 
 
Mr Kah Kuang Ong is the first Executive Director of Youth Corps 
Singapore (YCS); established in June 2014 to empower youths to make 
a difference to the community. Mr Ong believes that volunteering should 
be a way of life and you gain more than you give when you serve. Prior 
to YCS, he served in the Army for 24 years. He graduated as the top of 
his faculty from Imperial College, London and holds a MBA from the 
Nanyang Fellows Program, Nanyang Technological University. 

 

Mayuko Onuki 
Japan International Cooperation Agency Research Institute (JICA RI) 
 
Ms Mayuko Onuki conducts research on competencies of Japan 
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers and their continuing contributions to 
global civil society after their mandate. With a Ph.D. in Social 
Psychology, Ms Onuki served as a member of the Expert Advisory 
Group for the 2018 UNV State of the World Volunteerism Report. 

 

Suzanne Ouellet 
CECI 
 
Ms Suzanne Ouellet defines herself first and foremost as a 
communicator. Leader in learning and performance, seasoned in the 
field of international development, Ms Ouellet is recognized for her 
highly participative and engaging trainings. Over the years, she has 
developed a passion for designing transformational collective learning 
events. 
 



 

 

Pascal Paradis 
Lawyers Without Borders Canada 
 
Mr Pascal Paradis is one of the three founding members of Lawyers 
Without Borders Canada and has been Executive Director of the 
organisation since 2005. Mr Paradis has managed or participated in 
several international cooperation projects in the areas of justice and 
human rights in various regions of the world. A graduate of Université 
Laval’s Faculty of Law in 1993, Me Paradis was called to the Quebec 
Bar in 1994. In 1996, he obtained a Master's degree in International Law 
from the London School of Economics and Political Science with a 
meritorious distinction. 

 

Hamsha Pathmanathan 
comdu.it 
 
Ms Hamsha Pathmanathan obtained her graduate degree from the 
University of Waterloo. Ms Pathmanathan has worked across a wide 
range of international, government, and private sector organisations. 
Her work in Sri Lanka and Nigeria focused on collaborating with various 
stakeholders to implement Green economy strategies focused on food 
security and environmental conservation. 

 

Eriko Sakamaki 
Japan International Cooperation Agency Research Institute (JICA RI) 
 
Ms Eriko Sakamaki is a Deputy Chief of Research Program Division of 
Japan International Cooperation Agency Research Institute (JICA RI). 
Ms Sakamaki started her career in international cooperation as JICA 
volunteer in Benin. She has been working as assistant of administration 
diplomats in Embassy of Japan in Burkina Faso. She was a young 
expert of a JICA’s technical cooperation project in Senegal. She holds a 
Master’s Degree in Education and International Development from 
Institute of Education, University of London. 

 

Blandine Sankara 
Yelemani 
 
Ms Blandine Sankara comes from Burkina Faso and is the founder of 
the association Yelemani, promoting food sovereignty. Ms Sankara is 
also a member of the Citizen Collective for Agroecology, a group of 
several national and international actors who have the same vision on 
agroecology and who condemn the introduction of GMOs in Burkina 
Faso. 



 

 

Marie-Claude Savard 
Canadian Research Centre on Humanitarian Crises and Aid (OCCAH) 
 
Ms Marie-Claude Savard is a PhD candidate and lecturer at the 
University of Québec in Montreal (UQAM) with 20 years of experience in 
the nonprofit sector. Currently, Ms Savard co-manages the Canadian 
Research Centre on Humanitarian Crises and Aid at UQAM’s school of 
management sciences. For 12 years, she managed volunteer 
cooperation programs for several Canadian organisations, and has 
herself served as a volunteer for two years in the South Pacific. 

 

Angèle Séguin 
Théâtre des Petites Lanternes 
 
Playwright, daring artist, committed humanist, Ms Angèle Séguin has 
repeatedly pushed the boundaries of her artistic practice and renewed 
the forms used to hear and reveal the Human. Author of several 
evocative books, Ms Séguin bold and unifying projects, which are 
shining internationally, have earned her many recognitions. 

 

Maïka Sondarjee 
University of Toronto 
 
Ms Maïka Sondarjee is a PhD candidate at the University of Toronto and 
associate fellow at the Critical Center for Development Studies. Her 
research focus on the World Bank and Ms Sondarjee regularly gives 
conferences on critical feminist studies in international relations. She 
was a volunteer in India, Bolivia and Burkina Faso. 
 

 

Sashi Stephen 
Women’s Development Centre 
 
Ms Sashi Stephen is Executive Director of the Women’s Development 
Centre (WDC) in Kandy, Sri Lanka. In her position, Ms Stephen is 
responsible for overall management of the organisation, fundraising and 
networking with like-minded organisation. 



 

 

Raji Sultan 
Unité 
 
Mr Raji Sultan is Secretary General of the swiss umbrella organisation 
Unité which encompasses 20 NGOs. Mr Sultan has a Master in 
International Relations from the Geneva Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies. He worked for the Swiss 
Embassy in Lebanon and the Brocher Foundation before joining Unité in 
2013. 

 

Akihisa Tanaka 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
 
Mr Akihisa Tanaka is a director of Strategy and Program Operation 
Division, Secretariat of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers, JICA. 
Prior to the current position, Mr Tanaka was a director in charge of 
Private Sector Development, Industrial Development and Public Policy 
Department, JICA. His overseas assignment was Thailand and 
Malaysia, while he studied international development policy at Duke 
University, USA in 2005. 

 

Laura Taylor 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australian Government 
  
In her current role with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Ms Laura Taylor supports the Australian Volunteers Program, 
focused on strategic engagement with the delivery partner, monitoring, 
evaluation and learning and gender equality. Prior to this, Ms Taylor led 
global efforts on gender equality for CARE International. 

 

Rebecca Tiessen 
University of Ottawa 
 
Ms Rebecca Tiessen is Professor in the School of International 
Development and Global Studies at the University of Ottawa, where she 
is also University Chair in Teaching. Her research focuses on the role 
and impact of development actors including volunteers and their efforts 
to promote gender equality and women's empowerment. 



 

 

Sarah Toulouse 
SUCO 
 
Volunteering Coordinator for SUCO in Peru since April 2017, Ms Sarah 
Toulouse has a Bachelor's degree in Communications and Political 
Science as well as a Master's degree in Cooperatives and Communities 
Management. Involved in cooperation and cooperativism for several 
years, Ms Toulouse has carried out assignments in Honduras, 
Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. 

 

Nalitha Tousignant-Paradis 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
Ms Nalitha Tousignant-Paradis holds a Master's degree in 
Environmental Management (Montreal and Munich) and a Bachelor's 
degree in International Affairs, International Cooperation and Mandarin 
(Montreal). Ms Tousignant-Paradis has six years of experience abroad 
(North and Central America, Europe, Asia and Africa) and five years of 
professional experience in project and staff management, international 
cooperation, environment, workshops design and animation, and events 
planning. She is fluent in French, English, Spanish, and also speaks 
intermediate level Mandarin and German. 

 

Christian Tremblay 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
Mr Christian Tremblay has an academic background in International         
Management and Political Science and over 15 years of experience in           
international development. Mr Tremblay is now coordinating the        
Oxfam-Québec’s Program Quality and Knowledge Team, and is        
co-leading the Oxfam Youth Active Citizenship community of practice.         
He is also a member of the UNICEF expert group on adolescent            
participation. 

 

Marianick Tremblay 
Global Affairs Canada 
 
After three years in the private sector as a lawyer, Ms Marianick 
Tremblay has been working for 25 years at Global Affairs Canada and is 
now Director General, Engaging Canadians, Partnerships for 
development innovation. Ms Tremblay has a diplomatic career with 
varied experience in the following areas: human rights, environmental 
law, small arms, relations with the Americas and management. She 
served as Ambassador to Ecuador from 2015 to 2018 and to El 
Salvador from 2010 to 2012. 



 

 

Carine Umuhumuza 
Devex 
 
Ms Carine Umuhumuza is the Associate Director of Communications at 
Devex. Ms Umuhumuza leads communications and brand initiatives for 
Devex and writes a column on trends and insights for development 
communicators. Previously, she has led digital initiatives at Devex for 
development agencies, major corporations, NGOs, and social 
enterprises. Follow her at @CarineUmu. 

 

Annie Vaillancourt 
Oxfam-Québec 
 
For the past 14 years, Ms Annie Vaillancourt has held various positions 
as Human Resources Manager within the Oxfam family, in Canada and 
overseas. Ms Vaillancourt is Human Resources Director at 
Oxfam-Québec since 2016. 

 

Richard Veenstra 
LÉGER FOUNDATION 
 
Mr Richard Veenstra is the executive director of The Léger Foundation.           
Anthropologist by training (M. Sc.), Mr Veenstra has over 20 years of            
experience in international cooperation and food security. After        
volunteering in West Africa, he managed volunteer cooperation        
programs and then became the executive director of Action Against          
Hunger Canada and then SUCO. He is instructor in project management           
at the Université de Montréal. 

 

Natchawi Wadman 
VSO 
 
Ms Natchawi Wadman is a qualified Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
working with children, youth and families from various groups in the 
urban setting of US communities since 2011. Ms Wadman is 
responsible to develop and manage a youth engagement strategy for 
Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) across the portfolio of youth 
programs, in addition to supporting ongoing engagement and 
participation of young people in VSO programs and ensuring that VSO 
continues to be a leader in youth volunteering for the development 
sector. She previously worked as the Regional Program Development 
Specialist in Asia Pacific for VSO. 



 

 

Kate Weaver 
VSO 
 
Ms Kate Weaver spent seven months as a team leader with Voluntary 
Service Overseas (VSO) International Citizen Service (ICS) in 
Bangladesh. Ms Weaver worked with youth clubs focusing on 
governance, livelihoods and sexual reproductive health rights which 
created a child marriage prevention committee spanning four 
communities. In England, she has worked for charities supporting 
female empowerment and educational equality. 

 

Monique Widyono 
Peace Corps 
 
Ms Monique Widyono is the gender specialist at Peace Corps 
responsible for integrating gender and youth considerations across all its 
sectors, and strengthening inclusion and diversity efforts. Her 
experience is in programming that supports the unique strengths of girls 
and boys, women and men in Volunteer, development, and 
humanitarian relief contexts, including for Peace Corps, PATH, 
International Rescue Committee and USAID. 

 

Jake Willis 
VSO 
 
Mr Jake Willis is the Monitoring and Reporting Advisor for Voluntary 
Service Overseas’ (VSO) International Citizen Service program. Mr 
Willis’ involvement with ICS began in 2014 as a youth volunteer in 
Lesotho. Since then he has held both programmatic and monitoring and 
reporting roles for VSO, primarily focused on youth volunteering. 

 

Gabriella Wood 
VSO 
 
Ms Gabriella Wood has a decade of experience delivering and 
managing inclusive youth-led programs within the International 
Development sector with Volunteer Service Overseas (VSO), the British 
Council and the Diaspora Volunteering Alliance. Ms Wood has specialist 
knowledge in youth programming, capacity building, partnership 
working, consortium management and a passion for collaborative 
working.  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Opening cocktail 

 

Catherine Boivin 
 
Young multidisciplinary Atikamekw artist, Ms 
Catherine Boivin expresses herself in several 
artistic forms; from video and photography to 
sculpture painting and performance. Ms Boivin 
is the winner of the Manitou-Kiuna Award 2018 
given by the Kiuna institution and is a media 
and visual arts students at UQAM. Joggeur, 
Pow Wow dancer and involved in her milieu, her 
performance at l’État de la situation sur les arts 
autochtones (Ondinnok, 2017) surprised by the 
renewing of the codes, combining the social 
body (the situation of Indigenous women) to the 
body material and to the media body that puts in 
motion action art. 

 

Sedalia Fazio 
 
Ms Sedalia Fazio’s cultural roots lie across the        
bridge in Kahnawake, the place where she grew        
up and lived most of her life submerged in         
Mohawk traditions. Montreal was simply another      
forgettable city, and she has always felt her        
heart belonged in the country. In spite of this         
pull, Ms Fazio moved to Montreal 18 years ago         
to be closer to her first-generation family. Once        
here, she loved the ease of city life where         
services and necessities are always within      
reach, but she quickly realized the physical tie        
that encourages Aboriginal youth to connect to       
their heritage was missing. This lack of a        
connection led her to begin a ten-year long        
project that centred around the creation of a        
sweat lodge focusing on the traditional healing       
methods of her culture and the bridging of        
cultural roots. Her passion and dedication led to        
the establishment of a permanent home for her        
community project within the Botanical Gardens      
of Montreal. Like many other citizens, she still        
believes that the city needs work, especially       
when it comes to strengthening Aboriginal ties,       
but she proudly maintains that a move to the         
city, any city, does not mean that you need to          
set aside your roots. And her family and children         
can attest to that fact - they grew up off the           
reserve and have pursued higher education      
which has led to opportunities on the Island, all         
while keeping their culture, traditions, language      



 

and food alive and well. As a country girl from          
Kahnawake in the metropolis of Montreal, Ms       
Fazio strongly believes that her role is to        
promote people helping people, a message that       
strongly resonates with her family in their Ville        
LaSalle neighbourhood. 

 

Nina Segalowitz & Sierra Segalowitz 
 
Ms Segalowitz (Inuit/Chipewyan from Fort     
Smith, NWT), a mother of three, has been giving         
regal performances of throat singing for more       
than twenty years. The Inuit have practised       
throat singing for thousands of years, and their        
interpretations of nature in their environment are       
Inuit women’s prized moments of leisure and       
entertainment. Ms Segalowitz has performed in      
many countries (France, Belgium, Luxembourg,     
USA and across Canada) with many groups and        
singers including the likes of Ariane Moffatt and        
for esteemed audiences like HRH Queen      
Mathilde of Belgium. 
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